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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERI

April 14, 2004

Lane County Board of Commissioners
Lane County Courthouse

125 East Eighth Avenue

Eugene, Oregon 97401

Dear Commissioners:

On April 14, 2004, the Board of County Commissioners will be taking
action on the design of the new Martin Luther King Jr. Parkway. The
Commissioners’ consideration of this issue follows action taken by the
Springfield City Council on March 15, 2004, on the Parkway design.
Lane Transit District is very interested in the design of the MLK Jr.
Parkway since the Pioneer Parkway EmX (the name for LTD’s bus
rapid transit system) line would be using the southern portion of this
new road. The infoermation in this memorandum is intended to
provide LTD's perspective on this important issue.

The Springfield City Council took action on a number of design elements
for the new parkway. LTD disagrees with the decision by the council to
limit the width of the right-of-way along the southern section of the new
Parkway to 76 feet. This width does not allow for queue-jump lanes for
EmX.

LTD recommends a width of 86 feet along the southern section
of the MLK Jr. Parkway to allow for the establishment of EmX
queue-jump lanes. This would require an additional five feet of
property from each side of the corridor when compared with
the width approved by the Springfield City Council. The LTD
Board has agreed to pay for the cost of the added right-of-way
for EmX.

LTD believes that some level of exclusive right-of-way (ROW) along the
narrowed portion of MLK Jr. Parkway is critically important to the
success of the Pioneer Parkway EmX corridor. |If that ROW is not
provided as part of this project, it is unrealistic to expect that it ever will
be added in the future. Thus, this road project presents a unique
opportunity to provide needed ROW for the future. Without the
exclusive ROW, there may be significant delays for EmX vehicles at
both ends of this haif-mile stretch of road. This would become a
bottleneck in this EmX line. This concern is compounded by the fact
that there is a fairly high level of uncertainty regarding the level of traffic
congestion on this street. The added ROW for EmX could prove to be
an extremely important asset.

Throughout the corridor, LTD has sought to have two exclusive EmX
lanes, one operating in each direction. The sections north and south of
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the narrowed stretch of MLK Jr. Parkway will have double EmX lanes. That also would be our
preference for the portion of the EmX lane on MLK Jr. Parkway. However, in deference to the
impacts of such an expanded ROW on adjacent properties, we have proposed a design that
minimizes the ROW needs while still providing for an acceptable level of EmX priority. The
design is, in essence, two extended queue-jumpers. The northbound EmX vehicle will travel
in mixed traffic until approximately the half-way point of the narrowed section of the road, and
then will enter an exclusive northbound lane, which would extend to the intersection with
RiverBend Drive. The southbound EmX service would do the opposite. From RiverBend
Drive, it would travel in mixed traffic until the half-way point of the narrowed section of MLK Jr.
Parkway, then enter an exclusive lane that would extend to Hayden Bridge Road. This design
approach is, essentially, a five-lane section. It works well because there should be minimal
traffic delays until vehicles approach the intersections at each end of the narrowed stretch of
the Parkway. Thus, the exclusive lanes are used only where they are needed most. In
addition, analysis conducted by Lane County staff indicates that the added ROW for this
design would not have appreciably more impact on septic drain fields and on buildings that the
ROW would require without EmX.

LTD staff have made a concerted effort to solicit comments from residents and property
owners who live adjacent to the MLK Jr. Parkway to determine their reaction to the possible
widening of the right-of-way to accommodate a lane for EmX. Attached to this letter is
information on the public contacts made by LTD.

LTD staff ask for your approval of the design with the 86 feet of right-of-way. LTD believes
that the proposed design, though compromised from the ideal for BRT, will maintain the
vision of the EmX system while minimizing the adverse impacts on adjacent property
owners.

Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

President, LTD Board of Directors
HW:sv:js
Attachment
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Memorandum

Date: April 14, 2004

To: Lane County Board of Commissioners
From: Ken Hamm, General Mana

RE: MLK Parkway Jr. Property Owner Comments

LTD staff have made a concerted effort to solicit comments from
residents and property owners who live adjacent to the MLK Jr.
Parkway to determine their reaction to the possible widening of the
right-of-way to accommodate a lane for BRT. LTD has written
letters to every resident along the parkway and followed up those
letters with telephone calls and home visits. If staff were unable to
connect with property owners by telephone, a follow-up letter was
sent encouraging the property owner to contact LTD.

There are 41 properties adjacent to the MLK Parkway right-of-way,

and three of those already are owned by the City of Springfield. Of
the remaining 38 properties, LTD staff have managed to visit and/or
talk by telephone with 22 of the owners.

Attached is a spreadsheet that lists every property, indicates
possible impacts on structures and septic systems, documents the
type of contact that was made, and summarizes the comments from
the property owners. While it is difficult to sort the comments with
any level of precision, it appears that well over half of the 22
property owners who commented to LTD indicated that they support
the BRT concept and are neutral about losing the additiona! five
feet, or can “live with it.” Only seven of the 22 property owner
comments indicate some level of opposition to the extra five feet,
and only three of those can be characterized as being strongly
opposed.

It should be noted that a petition in opposition to the BRT lane was
circulated within the neighborhood. The petition was signed by 22 of
the properties that would have land affected by the road project.

The spreadsheet indicates those properties whose owners signed
the petition. You will note that some of them had indicated in their
comments to us that they did not object to the additional right-of-way
for the BRT lanes.

KH:SV:js
attachment

GABRT\Cormmunity Inv\Pioneer Parkway\surmmary of MLK commaents LC.doc
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